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Introduction: 

 

Agriculture in India defines familial tradition, 

social relations, and gender roles. Female in the 

agricultural sector, whether through traditional 

means or industrial, for subsistence or as an 

agricultural laborer, represents a momentous 

demographic group. Agriculture is directly tied to 

issues such as economic independence, decision-

making abilities, agency and access to education 

and health services and this manner has created 

externalities such as poverty and marginalization 

and compounded issues of gender inequality.  

Rural women form the most productive workforce 

in the economy of the majority of the developing 

nations including India. More than 80% of rural 

women are engaged in agriculture activities for 

their livelihoods. About 20 percent of farm 

livelihoods are female-headed due to widowhood, 

desertion, or male emigration. The agriculture 

support system in India strengthens the exclusion 

of women from their entitlements as agriculture 

workers and cultivators. Most of the women-

headed households are not able to access extension 

services, farmers support institutions and 

production assets like a seed, water, credit, subsidy 

etc. As agricultural workers, women are paid lower 

wage than men. (Pachauri, 2018) 

To address all these complexities of poverty 

Rajasthan Gramin Ajeevika Vikas Parishad the 

body of National Rural Livelihood Mission has 

taken a significant step by implementing the 

Mahila Kisan Shashaktikaran Pariyojana (MKSP) 

on their project sites across Rajasthan. The “Mahila 

Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana" (MKSP), a 

subcomponent of the Deendayal Antodaya Yojana-

NRLM (DAY-NRLM) seeks to improve the 

present status of women in Agriculture and to 

enhance the opportunities available to empower 

her.  

One of such district is Jhalawar where women 

farmers belonging to SHG households were 
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mobilized into farmers groups known as “Krishi 

Pathshala” 5900 such farmers were mobilized into 

farmer groups in two blocks of Jhalawar district 

namely Pidawa and Manoharthana. 172 such 

farmers group were formed by Livelihood 

Community Resource Parson to address the issues 

of farm practices to these low-income households. 

(Rajeevika, 2018) 

These farmers conduct monthly meetings to 

overcome their problems with the help of “Krishi 

Sakhi” and Livelihood Resource Person a technical 

human resource deployed by Rajeevika at all 

cluster level federations.  

 

Process of InterventionTo address the selected 

areas of intervention, RGAVP had developed a 

seven-step systematic approach:  

1. Identification of cluster and villages. 

2. Selection of LH - CRPs and their 

orientation training. 

3. Pathshala formation and Krishi Sakhi 

selection via. livelihood CRP round. 

4. Training the identified Krishi Sakhi. 

5. Selection of Livelihood Resource Persons. 

6. Providing Krishi kit to Krishi Sakhi and 

Livelihood Resource Persons. 

7. Monitoring and market support to 

households through existing institutions 

(CLFs, etc.). 

 

Under the selected geographies, the SHG members 

were first mobilized into Krishi Pathshalas 

(Farmers Groups) by livelihood CRPs. These CRPs 

were selected from existing Krishi Sakhi in MKSP 

projects. These CRPs were deployed in different 

project areas. A typical team of livelihood CRPs 

consisted of 3 members who were trained by state-

level resource persons (SRPs) over 15 days in 

collaboration with Agriculture and Animal 

Husbandry Departments. These SRPs were 

professionals from organizations such as BAIF and 

PRADAN. Each livelihood CRP went on round for 

7 days covering one village and ensuring the 

formation of at least 3 Pathshalas, each Pathshala 

consisting of 30 to 40 members. Pathshalas acted 

as a platform for cross-learning and knowledge 

dissemination in agriculture. During the round, the 

CRPs carried out certain activities like survey, 

meetings, and training of the Pathshala members. 

After the training, Livelihood CRP selects Krishi 

for managing and giving handholding support to a 

Pathshala. They were selected among the SHG 

members who had completed one year as an SHG 

member and attended at least 50 SHG meetings. 

This selected Krishi Sakhi are trained by 

professionals over the period of time. Refresher 

training are also to be conducted from time-to-time 

to redress issues obtained through feedback. Their 

work included conducting Pathshala meetings once 

in a month to disseminate best practices, regularly 

visiting fields, surveying beneficiary households to 

keep up-to-date information about their farms and 

livestock. The Krishi Sakhis and Agriculture 

Resource Persons (ARPs) were provided with 

Krishi kit that contained equipment for measuring 

the field and agricultural produce.. Cluster Level 

federations (CLF) act as an implementing and 

monitoring agency and are responsible for the 

identification of villages, handholding of Krishi 

Sakhis. 

 

Addressing Scientific methods of Agriculture:  

After the Green Revolution and the advancement of 

technologies, agriculture practices have gone to a 

whole new level. To yield more farmer should 

know all the scientific methodologies revolves 

around the agricultural practices. 

Indian agriculture is striving toward the new 

millennium with new technology, but it is a hard 

fact that the fruits of research are not reaching rural 

India, especially rural farm women. They are even 

deprived of formal training for the betterment of 

their agricultural practices and methods. The farm 

women are bestowed still as ‘invisible hands and 

unheard voices'. 

According to the study on ‘Professional Women in 

Agriculture in India', sponsored by the department 

of science and technology, there were about 20,000 

women graduates in agriculture in the country of 

whom only one-third are employed mostly in state 

departments, agricultural universities, or the ICAR. 

However, two-thirds of professional women are not 

economically active. Since agricultural education is 

relatively costly, i e, about Rs 2 lakh per graduate. 

(G, Women on and off-farm: Building links, 2001) 

 

With the help of these mobilized farmers into 

"Pathshala’s" these women are getting technical 

support from sowing to harvesting. A lot of 

package of practices are introduced as a scientific 

method by Rajeevika through these farmer groups 

to women-led households. Some of these major 

package of practices involves Deep Ploughing, 

Line Sowing, Soil Testing and Seed Management. 
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As of result of which, according to Rajeevika MIS 

3000 households among 5900 households adopted 

at least three practices on their fields. There a large 

number of untrained women working on farms 

Linkages in the field of agriculture and rural 

women are needed to ensure real development of 

India’s agricultural economy. These farmer groups 

have become a catalyst to disseminate scientific 

knowledge among farmers and creating a 

meaningful impact.  

 

Ref. Table 1 : Farmers Adopted Package of 

Practice (POP) 

 

Table 1.1 shows the breakup of Package of 

Practices adopted by farmers since the inception of 

the project in 2016. 

We can see that total land used under these 

scientific practices of farming is 9343 Beegha 

among all 5900 beneficiaries. These farmers were 

not aware of these scientific practices before the 

inception of this project. Hence, MKSP project 

from Rajeevika introduced them to a whole new 

methodology of farming.   

 

Package of Practices and Farm Income: 

The farmer and his income is an important theme 

of discussion these days.  Lot has been said and 

written on ways of increasing and doubling the 

farmers' income by 2022. In literal meaning or 

arithmetically the income of farmers is a function 

of three things- the cost of cultivation, production 

and sale proceeds of the produce. Among these 

three one of the initial stages is cost of cultivation 

which farmers need to go through, cost of 

cultivation can have an influence on production. 

Farmers can reduce the cost of cultivation or 

consumption of inputs per unit of land by using a 

better package of practices. Farmers use certain 

tools and techniques to yield more for their crops 

and use organic way of farming constitute the 

package of practices which may include soil 

testing, deep ploughing, line sowing, proper and 

organic use of pesticides and fertilizers. In above 

Table 1.1 we can see the adoption of package of 

practices by a number of farmers. It has a direct 

impact on their incomes. As these methods tend to 

reduce the cost of production and also yield more 

net production for the farmers. 

Also going organic in terms of seed treatment and 

pest management has its own benefits and these 

farmers are hugely benefitted from such practices 

at the same time acquired lifelong skills of seed and 

pest management. However, the rising cost of 

seeds, phosphatic and potassic fertilizers, pesticides 

etc. are not in the hands of farmers and that’s why I 

feel subsidy of farm cultivation became so 

important to marginal and small farmers. Even the 

prices of some farm products are so high that it’s 

difficult to afford them for big farmers too as they 

don’t get the same price for their production in 

terms of MSP. By using a high yielding variety of 

seeds, mechanization, fertilizers, irrigation 

facilities, micro-nutrient and a correct package of 

practice.  Hence, going organic is sustainable and 

eco- friendly way of going ahead in farming. 

(Prashad, 2018) 

 

Gardening a source of income:  

Under MKSP scheme Rajeevika is extensively 

promoting Kitchen Gardening of each and every 

households under the scheme. Kitchen gardening is 

basically a small garden outside the house where 

these low-income households grow vegetables for 

their own consumption. These vegetables mostly 

consist of Brinjal, Tomato, Chilly, Cauliflower etc. 

According to the figure from Rajeevika MIS, 3000 

families are covered under this kitchen gardening 

initiative. Seeds are procured by farmers from 

government institutions like Krishi Vigyan Kendra 

(KVK) and Agriculture expert with the help of 

Rajeevika staff deployed at the village level. These 

practices are completely organic in nature with 

minimal cost of cultivation. These Kitchen 

Gardening practices are very diverse in nature 

ranging from vegetables to horticulture production. 

When our team visited on the field we have 

observed that a lot of farmers have grown different 

verities of flowers in the form of Kitchen Garden 

for commercial purpose. These practices earn them 

easily 1500 to 2000 rupees income in one harvest, 

which is a really hefty amount for these marginal 

farmers. The introduction of such concepts and 

other support from the project really adds onto the 

income of farmers if not at a bigger level but surely 

created an impact at their household level. 

 

Technology Dissemination:  

Technology in agriculture has been able to achieve 

agricultural productivity increase without serious 

natural-resource depletion. It has also not led to a 

rural exodus. The transformation of the rural 

economy is termed as a “leapfrogging type of 

development” and with the introduction of 
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technology specifically to marginal farmers we are 

moving towards being the world’s first “post-

industrial rural culture”. The application of 

technology to agricultural development is fast 

increasing and widely practiced in many parts of 

the world, where agriculture serves as a major 

source of revenue and livelihood. Technology is 

referred to as the application of scientific 

knowledge for practical purposes or the use of 

machinery to better facilitate a process and reduce 

the intensive manual labor required in agricultural 

production.  Technological applications to the 

agricultural sector eliminate the stress and tedious 

manual labor involved in agriculture.  It also 

increases yield and aids proper management of 

farm input translating into output. The advantages 

of applying modern technology  to  agricultural  

productivity  are:  more  people  would  eat better,  

while eradicating hunger  and reducing  

malnutrition from increased  production; improved 

nutrients in food; reduction in the physical pressure 

on the environment;  improved quality of life and 

living standards as food costs decline, and; increase 

in savings, as the majority of  people spend most of 

what they earn on food .  This serves as an 

encouragement to young individuals, not interested 

in the sector due to the subsistence methods 

previously employed in farming,  which were 

considered tedious and unrewarding. (Abdullahi, 

Mahieddine, & Sherrif, 2015) 

 

Rajasthan Gramin Ajeevika has also introduced a 

concept known as “Custom Hiring Centre” These 

are the centers from where farmers can procure or 

rent out equipment used in farm activities at a very 

minimal price. Every cluster federation has two 

such centers in which there are equipment ranging 

from seed drill machine, sprayer, crop cutter, seed 

drum etc.  

Rajeevika has provided total 7 such equipment to 

every cluster federations which are to be kept at the 

village level. With the help of "Krishi Sakhi" 

women, farmers who are part of Pathshala groups 

can avail the benefits of these farm equipment at 

very low rates. A lot of these farmers are marginal 

in nature who holds 2 to 3 acres of land on an 

average. Hence, it's really hard for them to get 

access to such modern technologies as they 

couldn't afford it but with the introduction of these 

Custom Hiring centres, farmers are getting benefits 

of these types of equipment at large level.  

The technological advancement has at least not 

increased income inequalities, even if it has not 

reduced them. In fact, the new technology led to a 

positive development, that is, elimination of 

‘jajmani’, ‘sefi' and beggar systems, which 

involved servitude. The demand for new skills and 

labor led to the breakdown of caste-based 

occupations and encouraged inter-generational and 

intra-generational mobility. There was a real 

increase in wages and work opportunities, which 

led to better living conditions for the labor class. 

Also, new systems of wage labor, like contract 

work, grew in importance due to new agricultural 

technologies leading to better terms, more work for 

women, and lesser child labor. The introduction of 

this technological advancement helped these farmer 

groups to overcome from the dependence of big 

landholder or people identifying themselves at 

upper positions of Verna caste hierarchy system. 

(Singh, 2001 ) 

Another technological advancement was the 

introduction of Piko Projector into the Pathshala 

meetings. Whenever Pathshala meetings took place 

there is a video shown to farmers regarding 

different practices of agriculture in other parts of 

India. This initiative through film mode has given a 

whole new dimension to farm education. These 

farmers understood different practices of farming 

and their impact on their crop production. This 

initiative had led to cross-learning and model 

replication to these farmers and increase 

productivity. These technologies not only 

providing adequate information to farmers but also 

helping them to yield more productivity. 

 

Sustainable Agriculture:  

Agriculture often places significant pressure on 

natural resources and the environment. Sustainable 

agricultural practices are intended to protect the 

environment, expand the Earth’s natural resource 

base, and maintain and improve soil fertility. Based 

on a multi-pronged approach sustainable 

agriculture seeks to: 

● Increase profitable farm income 

● Promote environmental stewardship 

● Enhance the quality of life for farm 

families and communities 

● Increase production for human food and 

fiber needs.  
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Rajeevika in Jhalawar has addressed these issues 

by holistically adopting certain strategies are as 

follows:  

● Engage farmers and ranchers in the 

development and adoption of practices 

that are profitable and environmentally 

sound. 

● Support research and education intended 

to help farmers and adapt to climate 

change 

● Improve production efficiency, 

productivity, and profitability of these 

farmers 

● Address threats from pests and diseases by 

adopting organic manure in the form of 

Vermi Compost and NADEP.  

● Improve the quality of surface water and 

groundwater resources by introducing 

modern and sustainable practices of 

farming and irrigation.  

Way Forward:  

It is important to realize that the solutions lie in the 

institutional plane. Unfortunately, NGOs and other 

local-level community institutions are missing from 

the state altogether. In fact, that was one of the 

reasons the farmer suicides in the state could not be 

prevented. In fact, there is no farmers' organization 

in the state other than state-sponsored cooperatives 

like Rajeevika for the distribution of inputs and 

procurement of products, many of whom are also in 

the red financially and not member-based. Public 

or cooperative provision of costly inputs like 

tractors and combines should be made so that small 

and marginal farmer can custom-hire these 

machines. The farmers' organizations and other 

social groups should take the responsibility of 

promoting a culture of thrift, genuine cooperative 

institutions, and developmental ethics among the 

rural population. What is a must to find a way out 

of the crisis is institutional and organizational 

innovation in the state's rural sector.  A more 

meaningful practice and innovation need to be 

introduced so that alternative approaches to farm 

crisis, agricultural and rural development can be 

explored. 

The world is moving at a fast pace, our economy is 

growing at a very rapid rate. Globalization and 

Liberalisation have given a whole new dimension 

to our society. Hence, in agriculture too we need to 

think beyond. We have clearly so far focused on 

increasing production of farmers but now the time 

has come to think beyond that. It's the time to link 

them to markets, create profitable and sustainable 

value chain of products, bringing farming from 

household to entrepreneur stage, process farm 

produce into a product. All these avenues we need 

to look and explore if we want to take our farm 

sector to another level. 
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List of Tables: 

 

Table 1: Farmers Adopted Package of Practice (POP) 

 

S.No  Practices No. of farmers  

1 Farmers practicing Deep Ploughing  4018 

2 Farmers Practiced Line Sowing 3138 

3 Farmers covered under Soil Testing  1973 

4 Seed treatment in an organic method 2301 

5 Farmers practice Pest Management in an organic method. 2267 

6 Farmers used Certified seeds 4018 

6 Total land covered under POP (In Beegha) 9343.08 

                                                                                                                               Source: Rajeevika MIS  

 

 


